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done a little bit different work than we have in the past. In the past, it’s been mostly with
the school, and we built within the school and the kids who a lot of them are not real
comfortable in a classroom setting and for many years, they’re, they may be feeling less
than successful, less than awesome. And they get in there and they put a last coat of
varnish on a koa cabinet, and they really look at themselves differently.

So this year, what we’ve been doing is we’ve gone more out in the community, and
we’ve been able to build for kupuna, build for their kupuna, helping the neighborhoods.
And what I'm seeing that really, for me, excites me a lot is the feelings that the kids get
when they walk into Hasegawa’s and we’re going home after a day’s work and I see one
of the kids get two slaps on the shoulder from, from parents, from uncles, aunties, from
anyone, boy, that was awesome work you did for Aunty Jo. And watching them,
watching their expressions, watching them what they feel when they get this and hoping
that they become addicted to this feeling of kokua, of being able to help people and when
Saturday rolls along that their choice will be to go with a bunch of people and help
someone do something instead of pound a case of beer or smoke ice. And it’s a chicken
skin feeling that I get when I see what’s going on in them after getting those compliments
and after feeling what it is to, to be valued in their community and their society. So thank
you for your funding and helping us keep this program alive.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you, Mr. Rutiz. Members, questions for the testifier? Hearing none,
thank you very much for your testimony. Next to testify is, I think we have Kaiza
Lecker, Tyris Kahalehoe, and Towney Kalama with the Hana Youth
Center ... (CHANGE TAPE) . ..

MS. KAHALEHOE: ... Aloha, my name is Tyris Kahalehoe. Thank you for coming to Hana
today. I am a member of Hana Youth Center. I go to the Hana Youth Center almost
every day with my, with a MEO bus right after school. I like going to the Youth Center
because my friends go there, and I finish my homework. On school break, we do cool
things. We went on, we went on a field trip to the top of Haleakala and went hiking. We
saw different na..., native plants and birds. Then we went to the aquarium and after that
we went to the movies. I can’t wait until spring break, and also I like you folks to
consider our Poanimai Park playground. Thank you for your support in our community.

MS. LECKER: Good evening, my name is Kaiza Lecker, and I'm 12 years old and I'm in the
sixth grade. I'm a member of Hana Youth Center. I do my homework at the Center. I
have enjoyed using the computers at the Center, as well as playing pool with my friends.
I enjoy the, I enjoy doing the . . . wait. I enjoy doing to the Center dancing, dances along
with many other friends. I won couple of prizes. During the past two years, the youth
members have got free shoes from Hana Youth Center. They were able to do this
because of the support from . . . (inaudible) . . . Hana Youth Center is fun and I like to go
there a lot now. Thank you for your support in our community, especially our
playground at Poanimai Park. Also for the MEO buses that take the kids out to the canoe
races.
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MS. KALAMA: Hello, my name is Towney Kalama. I want to you know that I like going to the
Hana Youth Center. I like the people who work there because they are good fun, and I
like the food and I like to play pool and ping pong there als..., there also. Thank you for
helping them to be open for us and sport--

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Supporting.
MS. KALAMA: --supporting Poanimai Park for the . . . and also the MEO buses.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you, girls. Hang on one second. Any questions for the, our testifiers,
Members? Hearing none, girls, thank you very much. Good job. Next to testify,
Keoki Kalani, followed by Melissa Chimera.

MR. KALANI: My brave souls. Earlier this afternoon it was, I no like. I have to go practice. I
have curfew. Ishame. Why you no talk, and so I bid you aloha, Council Members, and
welcome you once again to our community ohana. My name is Keoki Kalani, and I'm
the Executive Director of Hana Youth Center.

We had a brainstorming activity, activity earlier asking the question, what do you like
about Hana Youth Center? Good place to hang out, the music, food, excursions,
homework help, movies in the park, field trips to the other side, dances. I wish I could go
on, however, we went off on a tangent and ended up talking about something else. Some
of the things that we do are collabotive [sic], collaborative efforts, and we would have not
been able to do them as well without the help of MEO youth transportation who pick up
our kids Monday through Thursday. There are, there are times . . . you ask about, is there
times when they can’t support a request? And there have been times where they’ve
called us and asked, you know, can you pick up the children because something came up,
and they need to go do this trip to the other side. And we’re very fortunate that we have
the, we have a van. And so, you know, we do help out. But MEO has provided us with a
lot of relief, and we have been able to use that funding for other, other trips.

MEO Youth Bank has also provided support in life skill programming. Hale Hulu Mamo
and Ohana Makamae is where we do movies in the park and who we are fortunate
enough to collaborate with in this family strengthening program called Hana Paa. Art
barn [sic], broadens our programming in arts and Kipahulu Living Farm at Kapahu(?)
rounds out our cultural activities. The Hana Community Health Center also provides
health guidance and teen support. And we are grateful for supporting entities like Hana
Parks and Recreation. However, what is most reassuring is that there is a core supporter,
and we are most thankful to be part of the community partnership grant for youth centers.
Your on-going support of our community here in Hana is greatly appreciated. And on
behalf of Hana Youth Center, I extend my deepest mahalo nui loa.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you, Mr. Kalani. Members, questions? Seeing none, thank you very
much. Melissa Chimera, followed by Paulo Burns.
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MS. CHIMERA: Good morning, Council Members. My name is Melissa Chimera. I am the
new Director of the Nature Conservancy here on Maui. I'm getting, I'm looking forward
to getting to know each and every one of you, but I’d like to first tell you a little bit about
myself. I started off here on Maui as a Resource Manager, as a forester, and I've worked
in the, in Hana mountain, in the forest above this town, and now in Waikamoi Preserve.
And I'd just like to extend my deepest support for the Maui Invasive Species Committee
for our watershed partnerships. Through your continued support, they are, it is really,
really making a difference for that one-third of the forest that remains on our mountains
that supports our beaches, our cool climate, our tourism industry, our rare and endangered
native birds. All of those resources. You folks are really doing a fantastic job. But
there’s, as you know, there’s a long road ahead, and we just continue to ask for your
support.

I can tell you that being in the forest, the reverse, the forest trend towards degradation of
our natural resources is reversing slowly through your support, through the building of
fences, through the removal of weeds. All of that is making a tremendous difference, so
please continue to support using credible initiatives that are essentially guaranteeing a
legacy for our children and grandchildren. Thank you.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you very much, Melissa Chimera, yes.
MS. CHIMERA: Yes.

CHAIR KANE: Yes, thank you. Members, any questions? Hearing none, thank you very
much.

MS. CHIMERA: Thank you.
CHAIR KANE: Paulo Burns followed by Jonnie Oliveira.

MR. BURNS: Aloha mai, to the Board of the Council, County Council of Maui. I'm
Paulo Burns, and I'm the coach for the Hana Canoe Club, for the keiki, the youth
program. And I've, this is my fourth year doing it, and I have an average of about 75
kids that paddle canoe, ages from 8 years old to 16 years old. And we, we teach ‘em how
to train hard and how to eat right and be real prepared to paddle and to race. So it’s a real
team bonding, you know, team work thing. And for us to go to a race, we have to go to
Lahaina and Kahului for all the races. We have like seven that we have to go out during
the summertime. And a lot of our parents work at the hotel. They work in weekends and
stuff and they’re not able to drive all the kids out. So the last three years, you guys have
helped us with the MEO bus, have taken out about 30 kids to each race. Maybe about
half of our children who otherwise would not have had a ride or would have been very
difficult, especially the long distance that we have to travel and, you know, the busy
parents. I really want to thank you for that and hope that you guys can continue to do that
as it’s, there’s not a lot of programs for our youth for in the summertime. And that’s
something that . . . (inaudible) . . . starts now and will continue on until August. And this
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year, of course, you know, August has our State canoe races in Maui this year, so we're
training extra hard to, to represent Maui well. So mahalo for all your support.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you, Mr. Burns. Members, any questions? Any chance of having a
regatta right out in this Bay?

MR. BURNS: Well, we do have one, kind of unofficial in May, May 15. We have our Alau
race, long distance, and then Sunday we have a regatta. But it’s hard to do an official one
because the weather. You never know how the surf’s going to be.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you very much, Mr. Burns. Thank you for your support of the Club.
Jonnie Oliveira, followed by Mary Kuulei Haina.

MS. OLIVEIRA: Hi, my name is Jonnie Oliveira, and I work for Maui Economic Opportunity.
I'm their lead driver in Hana. And what we provide for the community is three days a
week we shuttle clients out to Kahului, Central and Wailuku for medical, shopping and
the dialysis patients. Right now we shuttle three dialysis patients. And we do that three
times a week. And once a month, I shuttle Keanae kupunas to Hana for medical and
shopping. And I help out with a senior club through community service with MEO. The
club has about 50 members, and we supply them with, they have a meeting monthly. We
supply them with a guest speaker and two excursions a year and transportation to the
Senior Fair to, in Kahului and other County events held for seniors. We try to supply
transportation. And we help out with the Youth Center with transportation with their
youths from the school four days a week. And we pretty much whatever is within our
policy, we try to do whatever we can for the community members in however we can.
And just, we support the Mayor’s budget for the funding for MEO and the Youth Bank
and just, we’re thankful and ask you to continue supporting it. And I’'m also in support of
Hale Hulu Mamo, Youth Center, Ohana Makamae, HCHC. It’s hard to not support any
program because I know that their main focus is supplying some kind of program to
benefit somebody in the community. And I just think all around it’s a plus, whatever
program there is for anybody in this community. And I just wanted to thank you.

CHAIR KANE: No, thank you, Ms. Oliveira. Members, questions? Hearing none, thank you
very much. Mary Kuulei Haina, followed by Jackie Kahula.

MS. HAINA: Aloha, Chairman Kane and Council Members. Kuulei Haina, born and raised in
Hana and also Hana’s Mayor. ... (laughter) . . . I'm here in support of Hale Hulu
Mamo. When we started three years ago, we only had one member. This year we’re up
to 231. And I'd like to give back thanks to Malia Henderson and Sheila Agnitsch.

And I'm also here in support of the Hana Youth Center. Keoki Kalani, who has done a
wonderful job for our children. They could be out on the street, but they’re there for our
kids, and I’m happy for that. And also for our MEO. You know, I never rode MEO bus
before, and I did two weeks ago and that’s the most awesome thing that could happen to
Hana. And I thank Jonnie Oliveira and Kanani Kahalehoe for that. Also to Stanley Akoi
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for our rec. center for Ha..., the County. They’ve done an awesome job. Also for
Poanimai Park, who is Keala Lono who is working on that project and we need that help.
And one thing about Hule, Hale Hulu Mamo, we have an area on the side of the building
and that we’d like to have it paved. And we know only this couldn’t have happened
without your support and the funding that you gave to us. And I thank you for all that.
Thank you very much.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you, Ms. Haina. Members, questions for the testifier? Hearing none,
mahalo.

MS. HAINA: Thank you.
CHAIR KANE: Jackie Kahula.

MS. KAHULA: Good evening, Council Members. Good evening. I'm here on behalf of the
Hana Senior Center. I think you met our two awesome Co-Directors, Malia and Sheila. I
support that Center because if you are use of that Hale Hulu Mamo, you can walk in with
problems and these two ladies can make ‘em just fly out of the window when you meet
them. They’re that awesome. I just here to ask you to continue to support this Senior
Center, and, of course, the Maui Adult Day Care which we come under. And since I'm
here, I’d like to also support the Hana Community Health Center. As I mentioned to one
of the Council Members here of my illness I had in nine months, and just last month I had
a major surgery. HCHC has played a big part in my recovery because saved me that long
trips back and forth to Kahului. I can ... my doctors just can call here and I follow up
from here. Save me the time of going back and forth to Kahului. And right now we got
an awesome team of doctors, nurses and support group. So I'm asking you again to
please support that Hana Community Health Center.

You had Rick Rutiz up here testifying. I think we’re the only people in the State of
Hawaii get this program, I think. I don’t know. Maybe I'm wrong. But they’re doing an
awesome job for the elderly and the people who can’t afford to have their house
renovated.

So with this I leave you. Thank you for your kind attention. Good night and God bless.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you, Mr. Kahula. Members, questions? Hearing none. Is there anybody
else who has not testified that would like to testify? Now is your opportunity to come
forward. Please, Mr. Kalalau. And once you’re finished, if you can, please sign up with
our Secretary. Thank you. If you can state your name for the record.

MR. KALALAU: My name is Samuel Kalalau. Born and raised here in Hana. Good evening,
Council Members. Thank you for coming. I just want to go and address some of the CIP
programs that we have here. As you can see, Number 1 on the list is drainage, and it’s
the drainage that for the Hana baseyard drainage channel. This is why what I was talking
about drainage earlier. It’s in the same area, and this is where the second phase of
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affordable houses will be going in on the mauka side of the County garage. And I think
this drainage system should be researched more so that it could handle the drainage
problem from the housing projects.

Also, John Blumer-Buell talked about the Oheo fire station. Please don’t send our money
to Molokai. We could use it here in our fire station to improve our fire stations and get,
and get better equipment and stuff. Also I feel that that Oheo fire station thing should be
researched more. I also want to make aware that the Hana millennium highway, our
bridges are coming up for replacement and rehabilitation. There’s been lot of
informations going around in the . . . there’s two bills, actually. One in the Senate and
one in the House that needs support so that we can preserve some of the, the well
designed historical bridges and stuff.

Also, I wanted to thank Charmaine and all of you for the major land purchase, Mo olea,
Mo olea Point. That was one of the big, the big issues in Hana, and we thank you guys
very much for that, for financing the whole project.

Also, I have another thing to say. There’s a position that’s for in Lahaina. It’s for the
Historic District enforcement officer, and I would like all of you to support that position.
I think it’s a very valuable position. We don’t have anyone doing the kind of historical
kind of enforcement. I think it’s a first step, too, that there’s lot of other historical places
on Maui that in the future could maybe have another position, too.

Anyway, I thank all of you for supporting all the projects down here in Hana. Our youth
programs, our senior programs, the MEO programs, and all our other non-profit
organizations. Thank you very much.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you, Mr. Kalalau. Members, any questions for the testifier? Hearing
none, if you can, Mr. Kalalau. Thank you very much. Is there anybody else in here this
evening? Please come forward, state your name for the record, and then, again, we’ll
have you sign up right after you're done with your testimony. Thank you.

MS. KRAUSE: My name is DeeDee Krause, and I wanted to . . . I not used to this, so ... but I
realize that I have a husband that works for the Hana Miconia, I'm a mother of five.
They paddle canoe. They play soccer. I have a son that works for the, with Mike--what’s
his name? Rick Rutiz. And he’s part of building stuff for the kupunas. I mean he really
loves it. He, he’s one of those who not . . . I don’t know, how would you put it? Kolohe.
So that was a really good program for my son. Canoe Club, soccer, volleyball. I mean,
they’re involved in all that. Hana Youth Center. Let’s see what else. Ohana Makamae,
Hale Hulu Mamo. I have a grandma that goes there. And it, they helped a lot with
burden, like in the family, in helping taking care of her. Programs that helped us with
understanding Alzheimer’s and how the family can deal with her aging, and I just ask you
guys to continue supporting all these programs because I came in late, and I was like,
gosh, my kids is all involved in that. It’s like my grandma goes there. My godparents is
there for exercise. I mean, just all of, all of the . . . Poanimai Park. It’s like where our
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kids play. My kids are all, all members of the Hana Youth Center, so MEO buses help
take our kids to canoe races. Like I work. Ihave weekends off, so I'm lucky. I’'m there
at all the games as, if I can make it, but sometimes our buses take our kids out on Fridays,
and I work on Fridays. But we meet them out there, and it is a far drive to Lahaina. And
I think most of the races are in Lahaina, so MEO helps our kids with that. And I think
our kids being involved with all this community stuffs keep them from drugs and, you
know, other stuff like that.

So I just wanted to thank you guys and ask for your support, continued support. Mahalo.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you very much. Members, questions? Hearing none, thank you very
much. Any other . . . anybody else? Ms. Smith. Please come forward and no need rush.
Take your time.

MS. LIND: Good evening, Council Members. Welcome to Hana. It’s good to see all this
smiling faces out here. I'm here on behalf for Hale Hulu Mamo, Ohana Makamae and
Hana Ka Ike. They are doing a wonderful job for us kupunas in Hana. You know, now
we know we getting there, you know, in age, and so this is a place for us to be. We can
help them whatever they need us to do, like sitting down doing some things with our
hands, you know. Malia keeps everybody busy and put them in their right mind. And I
thank Malia so much for being here, you know, in the community, Hana community.
And T’d like to thank especially for you folks supporting and giving us what we need in
Hana. And that’s not all. I need to ask you one more favor and that favor is, if and when
you get a chance, we need to pave that road right between Youth Center and our Hale
Hulu Mamo because there’s so much dust over there and we’re always sneezing and
coughing and, you know. But that’s for real, that kind, you know. So I'd like to thank
you folks again. There’s so much to say, but tonight I cannot think because I see all you
guys. We had dinner together, that’s even better. We should do that more often, you
know. Get one happy family. This is what Hana is all about. I thank you.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you very much. Members, questions? Hearing none, good evening.
MS. SMITH: Oh, my name is Caroline Smith.
CHAIR KANE: Thank you, Ms. Smith.

MS. SMITH: This is Malia my daughter. But she becomes my mother. This morning she asked
me, Mom, who put our stove on? I'm the guilty party. I really appreciate staying with
my daughter. I have seven children and she came home to take care of my husband until
he died, and then now I am like the queen of the house. Anyway, I am so blessed. We
are so blessed this evening to have all of you and met you personally. So I thank you so
much for being our ohana and for sharing our food with you and thank you for eating the
food. 1 hope nobody fall asleep when you go home. But, anyway, thank you for
supporting Ohana Makamae, the Youth Center and Hale Hulu Mamo, and the MEO bus,
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and the Canoe Club. Thank you for your help and thank you for being so gracious to all
of us. We appreciate it very much. Aloha.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you, Ms. Smith. Questions, Members? Hearing none, thank you very
much. Please come. If you can, state your name for the record, and when you pau, we’ll
have you sign up right here.

MS. KAHULA: Oh, okay. My name is Shirley Kahula. I'm here to testify for Hale Hulu
Mamo. My husband is a three-time candidate for stroke patient. He just had a hip
replacement, and Hale Hulu Mamo has been really, really helpful for him because of the
massage class that they have for him. It’s like more of a therapy that both of us don’t
drive, so Hale Hulu Mamo is a . . . I can’t say anything else because the people up there is
really, really good. And they’ve been really helpful for me.

And also I would like to testify for the HCHC who’s been helpful for my husband.
Diabetic patient. And, of course, I'm a caregiver. Just graduated for being a caregiver
for my husband, and I want to see that more support would go there.

I just got on the Board for the Hana Youth Center, and I’ve been working, I worked at the
Youth Center for almost 15, 20 years. And I know that our children in Hana really need
place to go besides doing other things, and I'm quite sure you sit there and you heard
everything that the people had testified that our . . . We are in Hana. We’re always the
last people to have anything because we have to fight and talk and talk, and I know it
takes time. But we always was left out with the good stuff. But I'm here just to say and
thank you people for keep helping and support our kids’ programs in Hana, especially the
Canoe Club. Keeping our kids out of trouble from drugs and other things that they take
besides drugs and alcohol. Thank you.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you, Mrs. Kahula. Members, questions? Hearing none, thank you very
much. Is there anybody else that has not testified that would like to testify? If you can,
please come forward at this time. Is there anybody? If you can, please acknowledge,
otherwise, we going close it up. I don’t know if this gentleman . . . excuse me, sir, are
you going to testify? Oh, okay. I was waiting. Okay.

...END OF PUBLIC TESTIMONY. . .

CHAIR KANE: Members, we have no further testimony for this evening. Any comments by the
Members? Questions? Hearing none, Hana, thank you very much. Oh, Member
Tavares, go ahead.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: We’re fighting about who’s going to thank the seniors for the
wonderful dinner that we had this evening. Thank you for your hospitality and, yes, we
should do it more often, but maybe we can potluck the next one so we can contribute
also. Thank you.
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CHAIR KANE: Yeah, like they say, ma'ana, yeah. Ma'ana. Yeah. Thank you very much,
Hana. We really appreciate it, and we will be working towards providing the services

you folks are requesting. This Budget meeting for March 16, 2005 is
adjourned. . . (gavel) . ..

ACTION: DEFER pending further discussion.

ADJOURN: 7:35p.m.

bf:min:050316-hana:jio

Transcribed by: Jan Inouye-Ogata
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